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furnished, and having a complete small library. Of these
apartments he gave me the keys, saying they were for
the exclusive use of Mr. McClintock and myself during
our stay in China. He also observed that as it was cus-
tomary for gentlemen to breakfast in their own chambers,
every requisite would be amply supplied by the factory
steward. He further informed us that all the super-
cargoes, and any guests that honoured them with their
company, daily dined together in the great hall at two
o'clock, but if at any time from indisposition or choosing
to be alone, we preferred dining in private, upon communi-
cating such wish to the steward he would bring a bill of
fare, and furnish whatever articles we ordered therefrom.
After this gracious reception, he left us to repose or do as
we thought proper until dinner. McClintock and I sallied
forth and were much entertained with the novelty of the
scene. We entered several shops, and were soon surprized
to find it was time to dress. In our way home I was at a
loss which way to turn at the corner of a street, and my
companion declared himself equally so, whereupon one of
the most lovely boys I ever beheld, who had heard our
doubts, came up with the utmost ease and familiarity,
though with perfect politeness, saying,

" I presume, gentlemen, you want to go to the Company's
Factory. If so, I shall have the pleasure to conduct you as
this gentleman," pointing to an elderly, stiff, and remarkably
upright man, with a fan in his hand, " and I are going there."

We accepted the proffered civility of this charming
youth, and thus commenced an acquaintance which ripened
into as sincere a friendship as ever subsisted between two
persons, and which continued uninterrupted for thirty
years, ending only in his death. After walking a hundred
yards, he wished his companion good morning, saying,
" As we young folk shall move quicker than you like, we
will leave you, but shall soon meet again." He then took
hold of my arm and led the way. During our walk he asked
my name and that of my companion, which, having com-
municated to him, he jocularly said :